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previous year. It was published by Shea in his Cramoisy series, of
which it is no. 3.

The present document is addressed to Frangois d’Aix de la Chaize.
He was born in 1624, and at the age of twenty-five became a Jesuit.
He was long a professor and rector in the college at Lyons; in 16735
became confessor of Louis XIV.; and died at Paris Jan. 20, 1709.

1o (p. 1o1).—La Barre was in this year (1685) superseded as
governor of Canada by Jacques René de Brisay, marquis de Denon-
ville, who was a colonel of dragoons in the French army, and had
spent thirty years in military service. He was a capable officer, but
had many difficulties to contend with—in the distressed condition
in which La Barre had left Canada; and in the intrigues of Dongan,
the English governor of New York, among the Iroquois. Denonville
also made serious mistakes in dealing with these savages—notably
the treacherous seizure in June, 1687, at Fort Frontenac, of Iroquois
whom he had invited thither on pretext of a friendly conference.
In 1689, Denonville was succeeded by Frontenac, the former
governor (vol. lv., nofe 11).

With Denonville came the new bishop, Jean Baptiste de St. Vallier.
He was born at Grenoble, Nov. 14, 1653; and was chaplain at the
royal court when Laval (vol. xlv., z#oZe 1), feeling that the burden
of his official duties was too great for his years and failing health,
chose St. Vallier as his successor. The latter came to Canada July
30, 1685, where he remained until Nov. 18, 1686, as vicar-general of
Laval, who still retained the office of bishop. Returning then to
France, St. Vallier was consecrated as bishop, Jan. 25, 1688, and
soon afterward came back to Canada, to begin his official duties.
Until 1694, he was on friendly terms with Frontenac; but, the
latter having given permission for a representation at the castle of
Moliere’'s Zartuffe, St. Vallier was greatly incensed, and remained
thereafter unfriendly to the governor. The bishop also became
embroiled with the seminary, with the clergy of his diocese, and
with the Récollets; and efforts were made, but without success, to
remove him from his office. St. Vallier spent the years 1694-97 in
France. Again going thither in 1700, to arrange the affairs of the
diocese, he was captured by the English on his voyage of return to
Canada (1704), and detained five years as a prisoner in England.
Then he was sent to France, where he was obliged to remain four
years longer, not being permitted by the king to return to Canada
until the summer of 1713,—according to Gosselin and some other
writers, owing to his unpopularity in his diocese. St. Vallier's episco-
pate continued until his death (Dec. 25, 1727). His later years were
largely devoted to the General Hospital of Quebec, an institution



